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Flash floods have devastated Spain as south-east areas have been hit by a month's worth of
rain in a single day.
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At least 51 people have died after floods left towns and roads under water.
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A woman trapped in her house with her dog in the area of Utiel were airlifted to safety.
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People trapped inside a store desperately tried to break out using a fire extinguisher.
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Trucks were overturned as flooding caused chaos on the A7.
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Footage shows elderly people stranded in the flooded nursing homes in Valencia.
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The Spanish military emergency unit rescued several people trapped.
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Across much of eastern Spain
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streets are strewn with wreckage
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from the country's worst natural disaster in decades.
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Cars are scattered like toys.
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Testament to the power of the waters
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which took everything in their path
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including some residents trying to escape.
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The river rose in half an hour.
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We've lost almost everything or even everything.
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It was frightening.
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My wife had to carry my daughter in her arms
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when the water was almost chest-high to escape.
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A year's worth of rain fell in just eight hours in parts of Valencia
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turning village streets into raging rivers.
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People took shelter wherever they could
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hoping not to be swept away in the torrents like so many vehicles.
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Residents said warnings came too late
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and gave no indication of the severity of the storm.

AR R R R AR -

Emergency workers risked their lives
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to mount dramatic rescue missions in the midst of the downpour.
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Road and rail lines were swept away cutting vital transport links.
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Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez called it.
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Spain's worst storm of the century
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and promised relief.
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I know that behind the damage
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there are decades of efforts and live projects
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which today were thrown into uncertainty
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but we will help you out
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with all the resources from the state
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and if needed the European Union.
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But for some the help will come too late.
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Rescuers are scouring the debris for the bodies of those
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who could not escape the unpredictable forces of nature
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which scientists warn will worsen due to climate change.
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Yes, there are still more rain coming
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you have to imagine this weather phenomenon the DANA
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it's like a circle that is moving like a circle around the peninsula
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and that's why there are so many regions in different parts of Spain,
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different parts of Spain that are affected like here in the Mediterranean area
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here in Valencia but also in Cadiz
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and that's in Andalusia that's in the south
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also Barcelona north from Valencia that it's moving like a circle
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and these rains are still going to fall.
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