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Governments around the world are on alert over a new variant called Omicron.
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Doctors fear it could be more transmissible than the Delt avariant.
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The Biden administration is enforcing travel restrictions starting Monday for any non-US citizens travelling

from South Africa and seven other African nations.
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There are no known cases of this variant in the US, but doctors say as we've seen in the past.
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It's only a matter of time and it may already be here.
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But what we don't know at this point is if it really is any worse than the Delt avariant.
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A variant called Omicron has sparked a new wave of Covid-19 concerns.
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Health officials say there's a surge of cases in South Africa.
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The question is.
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Is there a reason for people to be more concerned about this than Delta?
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Not yet.
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I have not seen strong evidence that it's more transmissible than Delta.
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The UK government says it might be, and it might be.
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Dr. Peter Hotez, an expert with the Baylor College of Medicine says the other concern is Omicron has

mutations that may make vaccines less effective.
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But he says, that's an issue we've seen with other variants before.
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Before we had the B1351, which is Beta of South Africa and never really took off.
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We've had the Lambda variant out of South America.
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That one never took off.
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and this one might not take off.
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The key is knowing if Omicron really is a more contagious version of the virus.
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If, the worst case scenario, it shows that it's much more transmissible than Delta and it has a high

immune-escape potential.
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Then we have to kind of go to Plan B and start designing new boosters.
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But I think we're a long way away from that yet.
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